Is p190 bcr-abl rearrangement necessary for acute transformation in some p210 CML of childhood?
Chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) is a rare disease in childhood which is almost exclusively associated with bcr-abl p210 (M-bcr) rearrangements. It has been suggested that co-expression of p190 and p210 may be a pathway of CML progression in adult patients. We report two cases of pediatric patients with a diagnosis of CML who presented co-expression of the p210 and p190 transcripts during progression to the blastic phase. The present data suggest that p190 may be a secondary event in at least some cases of childhood CML, suggesting an association with progression to a blastic crisis in these patients.